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To the Editors,

While William Krigol is correct in detaling how the Clinton Adminigration has eroded
the readiness and capabilities of our military, | srongly disagree with his assessment that
“congressond Republicans have been complicit in the neglect that is sgpping American military
grength” (“Silence of the Lambs,” Feb. 7). In recent years Republicans have succeeded — often
over the vehement oppostion of the Clinton Adminidration — in ensuring that Americal's sons
and daughters in the armed services have the resources they need to get the job done.

When the Republican Leadership met before the start of the 106" Congress, we agreed
that bolstering America's nationd security was a pressng need demanding immediate action. |
am proud to say that the Republican-led Congress came through by providing needed funds for
military eguipment and enhancing the qudity of life for our troops with incressed benefits
higher pay, and better housing.

The Clinton Adminigration's record number of deployments has drained Americas
amed forces to the bresking point. To ease the dran on military members and their families
crested by this uncertainty, Republicans provided extra funds and benefits to make military
sarvice more rewarding.  Republicans provided more funds than the Administration requested for
a nearly five percent pay raise, sdary bonuses, child development and day care centers, troop and
family housing, and hospitds.  Additiondly, we improved military hedth care by making it more
cost effective and more accessble, and we reformed service members  retirement system by
increasing benefits.

With an Adminidration that continudly short-changes the military’s accounts, it has been
difficult to provide our armed forces with the equipment and resources they need to operate at
even minima readiness levels. There have been numerous reports of troops not being able to
train because of basc equipment shortages of ammunition and night vison devices and our
planes not being able to fly because of a lack of spare parts. We gppropriated more funds than
the Presdent requested for these accounts and will be back this Sesson to get our troops the
resources they need to ensure that our military has the best trained personnel and most advanced
equipment in the world.

A sound naiond security policy must address long-term priorities as wdl as immediate
needs. In an effort to guarantee that our military will dways be the most advanced in the world,
we provided billions more than the Presdent requested for research and development accounts.
This money supports various programs like medica research, missle defense, safer vehicles, and
advanced computer technologies. ~Wha makes these programs so important is that the



innovetions researchers make today will be used in the civilian world tomorrow. Just look at the
Internet and dl the benefits it has wrought snce its origin as the Depatment of Defense's
Advanced Research Projects Agency Network (ARPANET) in 1969.

A mgor victory for dl Americans was the passage of a hill to ensure that Americans are
protected from baligic missle attack. Currently, our military does not have a system to defend
America from even one bdligic missle fired from a rogue naion. Presdent Clinton may come
out and say that heisfor missle defense, but his actions tell another Story.

The Heritage Foundation points out that “Presdent Bill Clinton has dismantled the robust
missle defense program he inherited from the Bush Adminigration.” Clinton terminated and cut
funding on numerous missle defense programs tha would have had Americans under a
protective shiedd today. He terminated Presdent Bush's Globa Protection Agangt Limited
Strikes (GPALS) missle defense deployment plan and the space-based “Brilliant Pebbles’
interceptor  development program.  Additiondly, Clinton cut funding for the deployment of
missle defense programs in hdf and left the negotiating table with Russa regarding cooperative
efforts to address the missle threst both countries live with by shunning Ydtan's Globd
Protection System proposd for cooperation on missile defense.  Despite his suspect commitment,
congressond  Republicans fought for and enacted a hill to deploy a missle defensve sysem as
soon as technologically possble. In the coming year, Republicans are committed to continue
testing, fund additiona research, and enhance our ability to make a reidble naiond missle
defense aredlity.

In the Second Session of the 106" Congress the Republican leadership defense agenda
will build on the successes of the firs sesson. We will get our troops needed resources for
traning, improved readiness levels more qudity family housing, and continued research and
teding on a naiond missle defense sysem and other important priorities.  Republicans in
Congress will do everything in our power to ensure that America's nationa security is second to
none.

Sincerdly,

J.C. Waetts, Jr.
Chairman, House Republican Conference



